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Berkshire Community College 
Department of Modern Languages 

Prof. Lois Cooper   Spanish 201 
Office: Melville 223   MWF: 11am-12:10pm 
Voice: (office) 413.236.4615   Classroom: Melville 110  
E-mail: lcooper@berkshirecc.edu    Fall 2010 
Language Lab (FRED) Melville 112    

Office Hours:   
Monday, Wednesday: 12:30pm – 1:30pm; 

Tuesday - Thursday: 11am - noon 
...and by appointment. 

_______________________________________________ 
 

Intermediate Spanish ~ Sp 201 
Successful completion of specific assignments in this course satisfies the  

“Community and Global Awareness” or “Technological Literacy” Core Competency Requirements 
(See pages 13-15 for more information on the Core Competency Requirements for BCC and how you may apply 

work you complete in this course toward satisfying them.) 
 

Text:    
 
1) Nexos, Media Edition, 2007: Spaine, Long, Carreira, Madriagal, Velasco, Swanson, Houghton Mifflin, ISBN: 987-0618-
775-309 
Note:  This edition contains the softbound text plus a “key” for students’ online access to the online Student Activities 
Manual.  This means that you will not have to purchase a paper copy of your Student Activities Manual.   If you would like 
to have the paper version of the Student Activities Manual, get the version, below.  It is available in the BCC Bookstore.  If 
you purchase your book online, make absolutely certain you are ordering the correct edition. 
 
2) Nexos, Introductory Spanish, Student Activities Manual (Workbook/Lab Manual), Sylvia Madrigal Velasco, Kristin 
Swanson, Houghton Mifflin, ISBN: 0-618-06799-X 
 
Note:  The course code – the same code for everyone in the course – to gain access to our course on www.books.quia.com 
is: TXRFX649. (If you are signing on to Nexos for the first time, you will need an electronic key – a code that belongs 
only to you.  You will find this number inside a cardboard envelope inside your own textbook.  If you need help opening 
your Nexos account, see your instructor.)  For more on how to access the online materials for Nexos, see page 12. 
If you took SPA 101-102 last year, you already have this textbook.  If not, you should arrange to get this edition (mustard-
colored text, NOT the black and blue version of Nexos) either in the bookstore on campus or from a former BCC student.  
Contact Profe if you need the names and contact information for former students. 

 
Materials to acquire to enhance your success in this 
course: 
 
  •Sticky flags to mark pages in textbook 
•Binder with dividers and pockets 
•Red pen for correcting your homework exercises 
•Hole-puncher  
•E-mail address (If you do not already have an e-mail 

address, inform your instructor and she will show you how 
to get a free e-mail address you can use in the language lab 
and on any computer with internet capability.) 
•Flash drive to transport written work and PowerPoint 
presentations you create on your own computer 

Optional, but highly, highly recommended: 
 
  •Webcam with microphone for your home 
computer or laptop 

 
We will be creating online videos and conducting 
oral evaluations online hat will make having this 
aparatus extremely useful.   
 
(Note: As of September 2, 2010, www.amazon.com 
 lists webcam/microphone units for as little as $7.89.) 
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What your BCC Catalog says about Intermediate Spanish 1 (SPA  201): 
 

SPA 201 Intermediate Spanish I       4 Credits •Hu/hu 
The development of language skills and cultural awareness of the Spanish-speaking world through readings and 
discussions and authentic audio and video materials. The course is a review of basic grammatical structures through 
activities emphasizing oral and written expression in Spanish. This class, conducted in Spanish, meets four hours a 
week. One additional hour of laboratory is required. Prerequisite: C- or better in SPA 102, SPA placement, or 
permission of the instructor.   Prerequisite:  C or better in SPA 102, SPA assessment, or permission of the 
instructor. 
 
Class Organization 
Spanish 201 meets three times a week.  Class meets in Melville 110, but a portion of each class session may be held 
in our language lab.   
 
After our first class meeting, classes will be conducted entirely in Spanish.  Don’t worry about this, though; we’re all 
learning, and we all make mistakes!  It is absolutely necessary to make lots of mistakes in order to learn to speak a 
language well. The more mistakes you make, the more you’re participating, and the more you’re learning! So, tell 
yourself you make lots and lots of mistakes this semester!   
 
Language Lab / FRED 
SPA 201 is a four-credit course, and so you are required to spend an extra hour each week in our language lab, 
which we call FRED.   It makes little sense to study a foreign language unless you are actually communicating with 
another person!  If you are not actually using the language to speak to a classmate or a friend, the material you are 
studying becomes abstract and more or less useless to you.  It is likely, then, that even if you earn high grades on 
tests, you will quickly forget what you have learned.  What a waste that would be!!  Further, research shows that 
students learn much more effectively when they collaborate on projects and when they work together to learn.    
 
I will be asking you to use your Language Lab hours this year to work on specific projects, not only as a time to 
study and learn as part of your regular homework or to do your online work. (Naturally, you may do this, too!) 
 
Typically, I will provide you with lab activities that you will complete either alone, with a partner, or as part of a 
team.  I may ask, for example, that you use a website called www.voicethread.com  to communicate in Spanish with 
your partners, conduct Internet searches on cultural topics, videotape dialogs you write, download your written, 
audio and video work to MySpace pages you may have already created in SPA 101, last year. You may want to 
create video cartoons in Spanish using a website called www.xtranormal.com . (We will train you on how to use 
voicethread and xtranormal in the first weeks of class.) 
 
Yes, we will be blogging and creating lots of online content, this year, and we’ll be collaborating to make it very 
compelling, original and fun.  If you have not already done so, you will choose an Hispanic identity for yourself.  
You will decide what country you are from, whether you live in the city or in the country, what social class you 
belong to, what profession you are engaged in.  You will also invent a family – a large one, preferably! – and you 
will figure out a “back story” for each of your family members.  This will truly be a “Second Life” for you, and so 
we call this project “Segunda vida.”  You will use your Hispanic identity to explore many aspects of the country you 
adopt: cultural, economic, educational and political realities.  And, you will write, speak, invent skits, videotape 
yourselves, and post all your work to our blog. 
 
Will you be able to use FRED as a place to study and review?  Absolutely!  But, labs will be your place to show off 
your creativity!  I hope you enjoy it! 
 
Remember:  The hour you spend in FRED is an integral part of the class, so you must arrange your schedule to 
accommodate this extra hour.    Try to find a time to work in FRED when one or more of your classmates is also 
there. 
 
Chapter Tests, Oral Evaluations and Final Exam 
At the end of each chapter of Nexos, there will be a chapter test as well as an oral evaluation.  You will often work 
with a partner to prepare your oral evaluations.  You will have ample opportunity to practice the oral evaluation 
tasks in advance.   See the tentative syllabus, below, for dates of these tests.  (Test dates may change; your instructor 
will give you ample advance notice in the event of a change in test date.)  Each test has an aural comprehension 
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component in which you will hear a passage in Spanish and respond by writing the correct answer, as well as written 
sections.   
 
There will be no mid-semester exam, but there will be a final exam.  Make-up exams are given rarely, and only at 
the instructor's discretion.  This means the instructor has the right to refuse to allow a student to sit for a make-up 
exam.  Make-up exams are not given for unexcused absences. 
 
 
Homework 
This course is what I’m calling “BAT-based.”  When you receive your homework sheets, you will see this little guy: 

. When you see him/her, you will know that you must “Be Able To” (...Get it?  *TeeHee*) complete a 
particular task in Spanish that I explain, both in writing and speaking. 
 

For example:  (BAT: Be Able To) tell someone what you used to do on vacation when you were ten years old 
and then what you did last summer.   Now, in order to Be Able To do this, you will need to learn how to use the 
imperfect tense and the preterite tense, as well as when to use which of these past tenses.   
 
Student Activities Manual (SAM) and www.books.quia.com 
The homework I assign in the Student Activities Manual (SAM) will be listed in printed homework sheets and 
online.  If you do your homework online (on Nexos’ online site: www.books.quia.com ) many of the activities are 
graded and corrected automatically.  If you do your homework in the printed SAM, you will correct your own 
activities using answer keys that I provide.   You will hand in non self-correcting assignments so I can provide you 
with feedback and help you feel confident you are on the right track.  (If you so your homework online, I will be 
able to see and comment on your work right on your own www.books.quia.com page.) 
 
I may not assign a letter grade for individual assignments (with the exception of compositions, which are graded).  
However, the number and quality of homework assignments will be evaluated as part of your homework grade. Take 
the time to complete homework whenever it is assigned and use it as an opportunity for practice and review.  You’ll 
find this regular practice will help you become proficient in the language and you’ll be happy you made the 
commitment to it! 
  
ACE Practice Tests (optional practice tests…for which you can earn BIG bonus points!) 
You can access practice tests for the material you are learning and studying at: 
http://college.cengage.com/languages/spanish/long/nexos/1e/mediaed/student_home.html  (Note that the url or web 
address for the ACE Practice Tests is different from that of the Student Activities Manual (SAM), online. Most of 
the assigned homework for the course is on that site: www.books.quia.com .   
 
Completion of ACE Practice Tests are optional, however, if you do complete ACE Practice Tests over the course of 
the semester, you can earn up to 50 bonus points.  This can help you improve your final grade, significantly!  (Do 
you have to earn 100% on each ACE Practice Test?  No.  You should take practice tests and email me those on 
which you earn at least 85%.  You may re-take these practice tests until you do!) 
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This is what the Nexos Online Study Center page (with the ACE Practice Tests) looks like: 

 
 

Use these materials as part of preparation for your oral and written projects and for tests and quizzes.  It is good to 
get into the habit of using these materials every day.   
 
Important: Email me your results when you do ACE Practice Tests online. You can see how on the site. 

 
As I said, ACE Practice Tests are optional.  However, if you haven’t used any ACE Tests and are doing poorly in 
this course, I will encourage you to do so.  If you do not complete any ACE Tests during the semester, you will be 
missing out on the opportunity to earn BIG bonus points that count in your final grade. 
Notice that there are Practice Tests, Video Activities, Web Search Activities on the same site as the ACE Practice 
Tests.  You will also notice that there are audio files that correspond to dialogs you see in your textbook on this site.   

 
•Note: These audio files on this site are not the same as those you will need to use to complete the workbook 
activities.  
 
Remember:  The address of the Nexos website where you access the online Student Activities Manual (SAM) is: 
www.books.quia.com .  From there, you’ll be able to navigate to various resource pages.  This address is printed on 
the bottom of each page of this syllabus. 
 
If you do not own a computer, you may use the computers in FRED/Language Lab or any internet-capable 
computer anywhere in the world to connect to the Nexos website.   
 
Culture Presentations 
Students will do two oral presentations – in Spanish, ¡por supuesto! -- on countries we study in Nexos.  They will 
prepare PowerPoint slides with images, music and/or embedded video to support their oral presentations.  Students 
will produce a written version that your instructor will correct and base their oral presentation on the written version.  
Students may use bullet points in their PowerPoints to serve as notes while they speak.  Students may not read their 
written versions aloud, however. 
 
Homework Portfolio 
You will be asked to submit corrected versions of written work and keep both the original and corrected versions in 
a notebook you will keep with all your Spanish homework.  This will enable you and your instructor to review the 
work you have done and see exactly how you have progressed over the course of the semester. 
 
Participation and Attendance 
Attendance is required.  Regular attendance and active participation count for 25% of your final grade.  If you must 
miss a class because of illness, family emergency, field trips in other courses or athletic meets, contact the instructor 
as soon as possible.  It is best to provide advance notice for classes to be missed and in any case within 24 hours of a 
missed class.   Because the participation component of the course is so important for your success inthe class, 
unexcused absences will be reflected in your final grade.   N.B.:  More than three unexcused absences will result 
in a failing grade for the course. 



ACE Practice Tests at: http://college.cengage.com/languages/spanish/long/nexos/1e/mediaed/student_home.html  
Workbook at: http://books.quia.com             Professor Cooper’s email address: lcooper@berkshirecc.edu 

Spanish Program “Wikiblog”: http://blogs.berkshirecc.edu/languages/  
    

5 

 
 

Service Learning 
Last year, several students from our Beginning and Intermediate Spanish classes taught Spanish to children in 
Crosby, Egremont and Stearns Elementary Schools.  A few of these students were reluctant to try this, as they 
described themselves as shy.  I was not at all surprised when they came bounding into my office after their first 
classes, filled with enthusiasm, excited at the contributions they were making in the lives of the children at these 
schools.  These students also contributed to organizing efforts for Berkshire Immigrants’ Day, last spring, a huge 
event that had a massive turnout from both immigrants and Berkshire natives.  I cannot recommend this opportunity 
to do Service Learning to all you strongly enough:  Service Learning provides you with the opportunity to 
strengthen your skills and your confidence in spoken Spanish.  You learn best when you teach, yourself!  Further, it 
is hugely gratifying to work with young people, to share your skills, your wisdom and your time.   
 
All students who participate in Service Learning may drop their lowest test grades from their averages for the 
course.  Their participation grades will reflect the extra effort they put in over the course of their Service Learning 
projects, if they continue throughout the semester.  
 
Students who have another idea for a Service Learning project in mind and who are prepared to devote significant 
amounts of time to it, have the option of designing an Independent Study project for credit.  If you are interested in 
participating in any type of Service Learning project related to Spanish, contact me.  (For more information, see 
pages 16 - 17 of this document.) 
 
 
Contacting Professor Cooper 
My office is located in Melville Hall 223.  Please note my schedule, which is posted on my office door. You may 
contact me in the office 413.236.4615.  Leave voice mail if I am out of the office, or, contact me by e-mail: 
lcooper@berkshirecc.edu .  I am conscientious about checking e-mail and will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 
 
Basis for Evaluating Student Performance 
You will note below the point distribution for final grade calculation.  Calculated point averages, however, are only 
guides to aid the instructor in evaluating student's final grade, and do not dictate an absolute result; a students' 
perceived effort may supercede numerical calculation.  

 
Grading Scale: 

Achievement Letter Grade Numerical 
Equivalent 

Grade Point Value 

Superior A 93-100 4.0 
 A- 90-92  

   B+ 87-89 3.5 
 B 83-86  

Honors B- 80-82 3.0 
   C+ 77-79 2.5 
 C 73-76  
Average C- 70-72 2.0 

   D+ 67-69 1.5 
Inferior but passing D 63-66 1.0 
 D- 60-62  
Failure F 0-59 0.0 

 
Note: You may notice (-) grades on individual tests or written assignments even though the College does not 
officially note (-) grades on final transcripts.  The (-) designation on class work provides a more precise indication 
on your performace and is for your information, only. 
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Point Distribution 
 
Grading:  Your grade in this class will be based on the following criteria: 

 

•  BAT Activities and Oral Proficiency Tasks, Evaluations  20% - 200 pts 
•Homework, Compositions, Culture Presentations, SAM activities  20% - 200 pts 
•Chapter Tests        20% - 200 pts 
•Segunda vida, online ePortfolio projects, “xtranormals”   10% - 100 pts 
•Final Exam        10% - 100 pts 
•Participation:         20% - 200 pts 

Includes lab and class attendance and vigorous, consistent class participation  
        

 
Total:   100% - 1000 pts 
 

Important:  Students can earn up to 50 bonus points for completing ACE Practice Tests over the course of the 
semester and up to 25 points for each PowerPoint learning tool or game they produce.  Any learning aid students 
create will be placed on the Spanish Blog/Wiki page for all Spanish students, present and future, to use. 
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SPA 201 – Intermediate Spanish I (Updated 9.2.10) 

The courses in the Intermediate sequence are more writing intensive than the Introductory sequence, and the learning 
objectives reflect this.  What follows are outcomes and strategies presented in addition to above outcomes, which are 

reviewed and reinforced in the Intermediate Sequence: 
 

Instructional Objectives: 
Student Outcome / Competency 

 
Summary of Teaching Procedures: 
Strategies for Attaining Learning 

Outcomes 
 

Assessment Criteria and Methods 

 
• Communicational Objectives 
Specific communcational objectives may 
vary according to the textbook used.  
Students will be able to describe and 
discuss issues such as the following: food, 
cooking, shopping for food, ordering in a 
restaurant, what they do for others, their 
childhood, houses and apartments and 
furnishings, household tasks, numerical 
order, popular and high culture, 
preferences, making suggestions, 
expression emotions, health and illness, 
probable outcomes and future activities. 
 
•Cultural Topics 
Students will be able to read, analyze and 
speak about excerpts from works of fiction, 
poems, art, songs and films.  Students will 
also familiarize themselves with aspects of 
culture of many Spanish-speaking 
countries.  Students will choose one 
country to research over the course of the 
semester.  Each student will become a 
knowledge base on his/her country for the 
rest of the class. 
 
•Grammatical Structures 
Specific grammatical structures studied 
may vary according to the textbook used.  
Students will have a strong grasp and 
increasing mastery of the grammatical 
concepts such as the following: the 
preterite tense, the imperfect tense, the 
difference between preterit and imperfect, 
the present, subjunctive and how it differs 
from the indicative mode, the future tense, 
double object pronouns and the uses of se, 
the use of hace and hacía with expressions 
of time, the uses of por and para. 
 
 

 
•Encourage students to learn in three steps:  
observation, analysis, practice;  
 
•Encourage students to take responsibility 
for identifying aspects of the chapter 
material they need to review;  
 
•Have students work in pairs or groups and 
acquire information from one another and 
report to the class; 
 
•Require short compositions that provide 
the opportunity for students to explore 
cultural questions brought up in class and 
to use vocabulary and grammar being 
learned;  
 
•Instruct students to refer to “correction 
codes” and “error banks” before attempting 
second drafts of their written work; 
 
•Have students work in groups to “peer 
edit” written work, discuss their errors and 
suggest changes for their second drafts. 
 
•Encourage students to think about writing 
as a process by having them work through 
at least two drafts of their writing;  
 
•Provide short chapter tests using both 
written and aural questions; 
 
•Retest / recycle learned chapter material 
continually as the semester progresses; 
 
•Have students make several short oral 
presentations and receive peer questions 
and feedback during the semester; 
 
•Provide Spanish language materials from 
other disciplines (i.e., literature, social 
studies, history, the arts) so students can 
reinforce or acquire knowledge of these 
disciplines in Spanish. 
 
•Have students maintain online Segunda 
vida portfolios of their work and 
communicate with one another online. 

 
•Provide short and longer, written 
assignments to assess written proficiency. 
 
•Provide students with the opportunity to 
peer edit work of classmates. 
 
•Require students write at least two drafts 
of written work. 
 
•Provide frequent quizzes (online and in 
class) and frequent feedback. 
 
•Provide short chapter tests using both 
written and aural comprehension questions. 
 
•Retest / recycle learned chapter material 
continually as the semester progresses. 
 
•Provide frequent opportunities for students 
to speak Spanish, for the instructor 
informally to assess their oral proficiency. 
 
•Administer more formal, complex oral 
evaluations that involve script-writing and 
oral performance in a group on which 
students are evaluated on the basis of 
accuracy, fluency and pronunciation. 
 
•Require students post compositions and 
research on cultural topics, along with all 
videotaped oral presentations to MySpace 
pages they register to their invented 
Hispanic alter egos in the context of their 
Segunda vida (“Second Life”) projects. 
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”Your Brain on Computers”:   
 
A lot has been written in the press over the past six months about the effects on our brains of 
constant use of computers, iPads, smart phones, and other technological tools in our work (and 
play).  These tools help us to work on several projects at once, or to “multi-task.” I always 
thought multi-tasking was an excellent way to get much more done in a shorter amount of time.  
I could be preparing for two or more courses at once, and while I was at it, I could be looking 

up material online for a report I needed to submit to a dean, and compiling a list of Spanish-language films to send 
to colleagues at local high schools. I can’t speak for you, but I can say that I often feel energetic, highly charged (and 
very smart) when I am working this way.  I was fairly stunned to learn that research tells us that when we multi-task, 
we are, actually, much less efficient in our work.  Instead of being more attentive to details and generally more alert, 
research has shown that constant use of technologies actually causes us to be far more susceptible to distractions (a 
little ADD, anyone??) and actually far less able to stay on task.   
 
The first articles I read on the topic left me unconvinced.  I was a devout a believer in the absolute necessity of 
technologies for my own work and in the usefulness – superiority – of multi-tasking as a working style.  But, I kept 
reading – I was online all the time, right?  So many articles were coming out with so much powerful evidence 
coming out of brain research, that I slowly began to look at my own work habits and the number of hours it was 
taking me to get things done.  I started to realize that I was spending far longer on tasks than in the past.  Constant 
use of all my techie toys was even taking a toll on my attention span, my ability to concentrate.  Here is the worst: I 
realized had become a slave to my machines.  Even on vacation, I couldn’t stop emailing, checking Facebook, 
googling, reading random articles on blogs and online periodicals.  When I really needed to get things done, I 
realized that activities like checking email had become something like a nervous tic that would interrupt my train of 
thought and keep me from being on task.   
 
I share with you some strategies I have adopted for working more effectively and keeping my brain on the task at 
hand.  They truly work!! 
 
The Low-Tech Study “Diet”: 
 
It might seem like funny advice to give in a course that offers a Tech Literacy Core Competency, but when you sit 
down to do homework that involves reading, understanding, learning, or memorizing – 80% of the work you do in 
this class is of this type – do the following: 
 

1.  Be one of the Three Little Bears:  Find a quiet, comfortable place to work that’s not too cold 
and not too hot – just right!  Make sure there is plenty of light.   

2.  Fung Shui your workspace:  Clear off your desk! Remove every object that is not necessary for 
completing your task.  For reading and studying your Spanish, you’ll need ONLY your book, pencil, colored 
pens or markers, ruler, eraser, sticky flags, and your notebook for taking notes, making drawings to explain 
grammar to yourself or to help you remember vocabulary.  (True, once you have learned the material, you’ll 
have to hit the computer to access the Nexos website so you can do online homework…) 

3.  Yep, turn OFF your cell phone!  If your cell phone is off, you won’t have to be fighting the urge to 
text, to call friends or to respond to calls.  You’ll have the use of your whole brain to get your work done! 

4.  Yes, I know!  This one is hard:  Turn off Facebook… Once you’re done, reward yourself by 
posting on your page the following message:  “I did homework for two, whole hours with NO distractions!  
Woo-Hoo!” 

 

 
 



ACE Practice Tests at: http://college.cengage.com/languages/spanish/long/nexos/1e/mediaed/student_home.html  
Workbook at: http://books.quia.com             Professor Cooper’s email address: lcooper@berkshirecc.edu 

Spanish Program “Wikiblog”: http://blogs.berkshirecc.edu/languages/  
    

9 

Is Technology Completely Evil? 
If you’re talking to ME, you’ll often hear me rave about the next new website I found that has changed my life (for 
the good)… I LOVE technologies!  When I am on task, there are terrific ways to use technology:  When I am 
writing a document or working on a PowerPoint presentation, for example, I can type a few words, run to 
www.wikipedia.org for some background on a person, place or idea; or, I can google just the right image to harvest 
for a presentation.  I can email a friend for information; I can listen to Latino music on www.radioparadise.com or to 
www.pandora.com just to keep me going.   
 
The trick is to be mindful:  Am I working on just ONE project?  Or, am I getting scattered, trying to do three or more 
projects at once…? 
 
To give you an idea about how much is being written on the topic, know this:  I googled “Your Brain on Computers” 
just before I wrote this text.  Do you know that 121,000 articles on the topic came up?  Do it yourself.  Google 
“Your Brain on Computers” and read the first few articles.  You may be convinced, as well. 
 
 

******A Few Words about Academic Dishonesty:******  
Cheating is not tolerated on either exams or homework.  Anyone caught copying from others or allowing others to 
copy their work is subject to receiving an “F” in the class. 
 
This also means that when you have writing assignments involving Internet research, you MAY NOT copy text 
word for word from any web site without citing the page.  When you fail to cite a source and you use it as if the 
words from that source are your own, you are plagiarizing.  
 
At four-year colleges and universities, students found guilty of plagiarism are subject to receiving a failing grade in 
the course.  They may also be expelled from the institution. Learn the habit of avoiding any practice that can be 
construed as plagiarism!  It could save you a lot of pain and anguish down the line... 
 
This is what BCC’s Student Policy Guide says on the subject:  (You can find the entire guide at: 
http://www.berkshirecc.edu/StudentPolicyGuide ) 
 
 

Plagiarism & Academic Dishonesty 
Plagiarism is a form of dishonesty in writing.  When a student uses another writer's words and/or ideas and presents 
it as his/her own, he/she is plagiarizing.  The faculty and staff at Berkshire Community College consider plagiarism 
a serious offense and encourage students to produce their best work, using their own ideas and language.  When a 
student does use another writer's ideas and wording to support his/her own writing, he/she must give that writer 
credit.  
If a situation arises in which an instructor suspects a student of plagiarizing and the problem cannot be resolved 
between the instructor and the student, then the instructor may refer the case to the Dean of Academic Affairs who 
would then follow Due Process Guidelines to resolve the problem.  If the student feels unjustly charged with 
plagiarism, he/she could use the grievance process in this policy guide as a means of resolving the problem.  
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Spanish 201 – Fall 2010– Tentative Class Schedule 
Each block contains assignments that are DUE ON THE DATE LISTED, with the exception of the first class day, 

during which vocabulary will be presented. 
 

Semana ... lunes miércoles viernes 
I.   
6 septiembre 

Labor Day ~ 
No Classes Today 
No hay clase hoy 

Capítulo 9.1 
•Introducción a la clase 
•Introducción a las nuevas 
tecnologías que vamos a utilizar 
este semestre 
•V1-2; repaso de las formas del 
pretérito; mandatos 

 

Capítulo 9.2 
•V1-3 
•Más repaso de las formas del 
pretérito; mandatos 

 

II.  
13  septiembre 

Capítulo 9.3 
•G1: Imperfecto 
•Exploraciones culturales, 
p. 288-289.   

 

Capítulo 9.4 
•G2: Preterite vs. Imperfect 
•A Escribir 

Capítulo 9.5 
•¿La Fogata? 
•G3: Double object pronouns 
•G4: Uses of se 

 
III.  
20 septiembre 

Capítulo 9.6 
•A Leer 
•Entrega tu composición 
 

Capítulo 9.7 
Repaso 

DUE: Evaluación oral,  
Capítulo 9 

 

Capítulo 9.8 
 

Prueba 
 

IV. 
27 septiembre 

Capítulo 10.1 
•V1-3 

 

Capítulo 10.2 
•G1: Hopes and wishes: subjunctive 
 

Capítulo 10.3 
•G2: Ownership: Stressed 
possessives 
•G3: Ongoing events and 
duration: Hace / Hacía with 
time expressions 

V. 
4 octubre 

Capítulo 10.4 
•G4: Por y para 
•Exploraciones culturales, 
pp. 324-326 

Capítulo 10.5 
•A Leer 
•Repaso 
•A Escribir, SAM, Actividades 22-
24: Vas a añadir “transiciones” a 
tu composición del capítulo 9. 
 

Capítulo 10.6 
•Repaso 
•Entrega tu composición con 
las transiciones. 

VI. 
11 octubre 

Columbus Day ~ No 
Classes Today 

No hay clase hoy 

Capítulo 10.7 
•Repaso 
 

DUE: Evaluación oral,  
Capítulo 10 

 

Capítulo 10.8 
 

Prueba 

VII. 
18 octubre 

Capítulo 11.1 
•V1-2  
 

Capítulo 11.2 
•G1: Using subjunctive with 
impersonal expressions to express 
emotion, wishes  
 

Capítulo 11.3 
•G2: Using subjunctive to 
express doubt and uncertainty  

VIII. 
25 octubre  

Capítulo 11.4 
•G3: Using subjunctive to 
express unrealized desires 
and unknown situations 
•A Escribir, pp. 358-359 
 

Capítulo 11.5 
•Repaso  
•Exploraciones culturales, pp. 352-
355.  
•Entrega tu reseña (A Escribir, pp. 
358-359) 

Capítulo 11.6 
•Repaso 
•A Leer, pp. 356-357 
 

DUE: Evaluación oral,  
Capítulo 11 
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IX. 
1 noviembre 

Capítulo 11.7 
 

Prueba 
 

 

Capítulo 12.1 
•V1-2  

 
 

Capítulo 12.2 
•V3 
•G1: Subjunctive and 
indicative with conjunctions: 
(ej: a menos que, antes de que, 
para que, sin que…)  
 

X. 
8 noviembre 

Capítulo 12.3 
•G2: Choosing between 
subjunctive and indicative 
moods 
•G3: Future tense  

Capítulo 12.4  
•Repaso 
•Exploraciones culturales, pp. 
382-384 
•A Escribir, SAM: Actividades 20-
23 
 

Capítulo 12.5 
•Repaso 
•A Leer, SAM: Actividades 
15-19 
•Entrega tu composición 
 
 

XI. 
15 noviembre 

Capítulo 12.6 
•Repaso 
 

DUE: Evaluación oral, 
Capítulo 12 

Capítulo 12.7 
 

Prueba  
 

Capítulo 13.1 
•V1: Las noticias del día  
 

XII. 
22 noviembre 

Capítulo 13.2 
•V2: Para solicitar empleo  

 

Capítulo 13.3 
•G1: Talking about what has 
occurred: Present Perfect (ej: He 
leído el texto.  Me he preparado 
para el examen.) 
 

Thanksgiving Break 
… No hay clases.. 

XIII. 
29 noviembre  

Capítulo 13.4 
•G2: Talking about events 
that took place prior to other 
events:  Past Perfect (ej: 
Cuando volví a casa, Jorge 
ya había preparado la cena.)  
•Voicethread: Tus 
habilidades y características, 
SAM, Actividad 21.  
 

 
 

Capítulo 13.5 
•G3: Expressing doubt, emotion, 
will: Present perfect subjunctive 
(ej: Me alegro de que hayas ido a 
Barcelona durante las vacaciones 
el año pasado.) 
 

Capítulo 13.6 
•Repaso 

•Exploraciones Culturales: 
Chile, Uruguay, pp. 412-414  

•Empieza tu composición: A 
Escribir, pp. 418-419 
 

XIV. 
6 diciembre 

Capítulo 13.7 
•Repaso 
•Entrega tu composición 

Capítulo 13.8 
•Repaso 
 

DUE: Evaluación oral, 
Capítulo 13 

 

Capítulo 13.9 
Prueba 

 

XV. 
13 diciembre 
 

•Repaso para el examen final 
• Trabajo para Segunda vida, 

proyectos en linea y para 
presentaciones orales 
(videos), pasaportes 

•Repaso para el examen final 
• Trabajo para Segunda vida, 

proyectos en linea y para 
presentaciones orales (videos), 

pasaportes 
 

 

15 diciembre, última clase (last class) 
Final Class 
Meetings/Examination Period 

Thursday, December 17th-Tuesday, December 22nd  
  

Final Exam Snow Day ~ If our 
exam is canceled due to snow 

Wednesday, December 22, 10:30am-12:30pm 

V = Vocabulario útil 
G = Gramática útil 
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This is what the Nexos SAM (Student Activities Manual) login page looks like: 
To access the page, go to: http://books.quia.com 

 
Students who have never used Nexos need this information: 

Important Information for Gaining Access to the Online SAM (Student Activities Manual):   

 
Registering for NEXOS SAM (Student Activities Manual) Online Materials: 
You will be able to register (just once) to access the student Nexos SAM website by going to 
http://books.quia.com.  You will be asked to register as a new student using the passkey you receive in 
you textbook package. 
 
The Electronic Passkey comes bundled with your textbook.  It is a unique number, belonging only to 
you.  The Electronic Passkey enables you to set up your course account.  Do NOT lose this number!! 
 
If you prefer to complete workbook assignments using the paperback workbook instead of doing them 
online, you may purchase the print version of the Student Activities Manual.  (It is not mandatory that you 
purchase a paper copy of your Student Activities Manual.)  
 
Whether you purchase the print version of the workbook or not, you can only gain access to the audio and 
video materials that correspond to your textbook online; there is no way to use them without going online, 
either using your own computer or those in the Language Lab (Melville 112).  
 
All Students in this course WILL need to register our COURSE CODE: 

TXRFX649 
 

Once you have registered as a new student by typing in your passkey you find in your textbook package: 
 

 You will be asked to type in the Course Code for this course.   
 The Course Code for SPA 201 is: TXRFX649. 
 You will have access to the electronic workbook audio and video resources for the course. 
 You will be able to complete your workbook assignments and review your progress online. 

 
 
•The Course Code for SPA 201 - TXRFX649- links you to our section of SPA 201 that meets MWF at 
11am.  Everyone in your section of SPA 201 will use this code.  Once you have input your course code, 
you can begin using the online material for the Nexos SAM (Student Activities Manual) online. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
Click here to input  
your electronic  
passkey. 
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Notes on BCC’s Core Competencies and What you can Earn in this Course:  
 

 You are entitled to earn up to two competencies for projects you complete in a single course.   
 You may not earn more than one competency for any given assignment.   
 Students typically ask to earn competency in Global and Community Awareness and/or for 

Technological Literacy in this class for specific projects that are assigned as part of the class.   
 Such assignments will be designated as Core Competency projects in your Homework Sheets 

(Hojas de tarea) that you will receive from me on a regular basis.    
 You need to request competency credit from me for the assignments you do to satisfy the 

competency requirement.  You will need to get a competency form from the Registrar’s Office 
for me to fill out for you. 

 If you are planning to graduate in December, look carefully at your college transcript to see which 
competencies you still need to complete in advance of graduation.   

 If you are missing competencies that you need for graduation, talk to me in the first two weeks of 
the semester, so we can see together if we can devise an assignment to enable you to earn the 
competency in time for your graduation in December.  If you need to earn a competency in Oral 
Communication, for example, we may agree on an oral presentation you may have taped (with the 
help of BCC’s Media Department) for your Core Competency Portfolio. 

 Refer to the pages from the BCC College Catalog, on the next two pages. 
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Did you know that we learn the most effectively when we put what we are learning to practical use?   
Do you realize there is no more practical, immediate USE of language than teaching it? 
 

If you are serious about learning to speak Spanish, consider signing up for a 
Service Learning project that is related to the studies you will be 
undertaking in this class!  You will reinforce what you have learned, 
contribute to the lives of children in our neighborhoods, gain confidence and 
learn some terrifically useful study, planning and professional skills.  
Students who have done a Service Learning project have a very interesting 
entry to include in their professional résumés, as well! 
 
 

Service Learning actually HELPS YOU LEARN BETTER! 
Students in a recent math class at BCC who participated in a Service Learning project stayed on track, passed the course at 
significantly greater rates than those who opted not to... 
 
BCC Service Learning at Crosby, Stearns and Egremont Elementary Schools: 
We will be sending a group of students to co-teach an after-school Spanish course at Crosby and Egremont Elementary 
Schools, this semester.  Participating students in our class will work together to prepare lesson plans, design learning materials 
and games, and reflect on what they have learned in the process. 
 
 

 Are you worried that you don’t know enough Spanish to teach?    
•  First, you will be amazed at how much you will learn just in the first weeks of class.   
•  Second, when you plan your lessons around what you have just learned, you learn much more 
meaningfully, completely and durably than if you studied alone without passing it to others.  
•  Finally, you will receive lots of support from your instructor, who will help guide you as you plan 
your lessons; from your classmates, with whom you will collaborate; and from folks on site at Crosby 
and Egremont, who will oversee your teaching and provide practical advice when you need it. 
 
There is a saying:  “If all you know is the letter A, then teach that!”   

By sharing what you know and by serving as a mentor, you can contribute positively to a child’s life...!   
 

Service Learning Stipend: 
Students who opt to participate in this Service Learning project will work a minimum of 15 hours a semester.  Students are 
remunerated for up to two hours of preparation time in addition to the one-hour class session at the rate of $8.60 per hour. 
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I’m  I N T E R E S T E D in Service Learning!! 
 

 
Name: 
 
 
Cell Phone; 
 
 
Home Phone: 
 
 
Home Address: 
 
 
Free Hours after NOON: 
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Syllabus Agreement Form 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ________________________________________ Cell Phone: _______________________ 
 
Work Phone: _____________________________________ Home Phone __________________________ 
 
Home Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please check off each item and write your signature, below. 
  I agree to turn off my cell phone upon entering the classroom.  I understand I will be penalized and lose 25 
participation points (out of 250 possible points) if I send text messages, check email or if my phone rings during 
class.  (I will alert Professor Cooper in advance should there be a family emergency that requires me to keep my 
phone on in class.)  
 

  I understand that this is a four-credit course and that I will need to plan study time that amounts to between one 
to four hours for each class session, depending on my previous language learning experience and my aptitude. 
 

  I understand that my attendance in this class is required.  If I am unable to attend class due to a serious illness 
or emergency, I agree to email or call Professor Cooper (413.236.4615 or lcooper@berkshirecc.edu) on the same 
day to let her know.  I understand that if I have more than three unexcused absences, I may be withdrawn from the 
course by the instructor.  If my instructor judges that I have had too many excused absences to be able to catch up 
and pass the class, she may withdraw me from the class. 
 

  I understand that success in the class is highly performance based.  This means that my active participation is 
required.  If I pass written tests, but do not speak up in class and use my language skills, I may not pass the class.  
Consistent attendance is an absolute requisite for passing the course.   
 

 I understand that courtesy and respect for my classmates and my instructor are necessary for my success and 
that of others.  Disruptive, disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated.  My instructor has the right to withdraw 
disruptive students when student conferences about unacceptable behavior have not remedied the situation.  
Students’ class participation grade will reflect both respectful and disrespectful behavior. 
 

  I agree to let my instructor know when I am having difficulty in the class, and to make an appointment to get 
extra help from her or to work with a tutor. 
 

 I agree to bring my book and completed work to each class.  I understand that my instructor does not accept late 
homework or grant makeup tests under normal circumstances.  I may opt out of one test a semester, however, or 
have my lowest test grade dropped from my final average. 
 

 I agree to spend at least an hour a week in FRED (our language lab) to use the computers to do the activities in 
the online Student Activities Manual and to work on class projects.  
 

  I have read the attached syllabus and have understood the other obligations of this course. 
 

 I agree to participate actively and have FUN in class! 
 
 
 
Signature: 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Language Program Student Questionnaire: 
 

The reason for this questionnaire is so I can receive information that will enable me to understand your previous experience 
learning languages as well as the challenges you face outside the classroom that might have an impact on your performance.  
The better I know you, the better job I will be able to do to support your learning in my class and at BCC!  

 
The information you provide will be held in the strictest confidence! 

 
Part I: Language Study and Travel Abroad 
 

1. Have you studied Spanish before? 

2. If so, for how many years?    

3. Where did you study? 

4. Have you studied other languages?   

5. If so, which languages have you studied?   

6. How many years did you study this / these languages? 

7. Have you traveled abroad?   

8. If so, to which countries? 

9. How long did you stay? 

 
Part II: Personal-Work, Study, Other 
 

1. Do you have a job outside of class time? 

2. If so, how many hours do you work a week? 

3. Where do you work? 

4. What kind of work do you do? 

5. Do you have responsibility for taking care of children? 

6. Is there any other information you would be willing to share about yourself that you believe can have an 
impact on your performance in this class?  If so, indicate here that you would like to meet with me. 

 
7. Are you the first-generation in your family to attend college?   
 
8. If so, are you already a TRIO student? 
 
9. Are you eligible to receive a Pell Grant?  (If you are eligible for a Pell Grant and if you are a TRIO student, 

you have the opportunity to receive a $1000 grant.  Talk to me, if you think you qualify.) 
 

 
 
(If you prefer, we may arrange a time to talk about how I can best help you succeed in this class.) 
 


